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Abstract 
“Qara city” model of Yemeni Highland Architecture 

Ahmed Ibrahim Hanshoor 
University Of Aden 

Hanshoor1@gmail.com 
 

Yemeni traditional architecture was characterized by considerable 
diversity in architectural construction styles due to the variety of terrain, 
climate, local building materials and human culture prevailing from one 
region to another, this difference has helped to producing unique and 
diverse architectural models, either in terms of esthetics and functional 
division of traditional houses. 

We can distinguished two main types depending on the topography of 
the areas and building materials used: 

1-  Highland architecture based on stone as main building materials.  
2- Plains architecture based on clay as main building materials. 
"Yafea Architecture" is one of the most important styles of 

architecture in Yemen Highlands, its importance lies in continuing to 
maintain authenticity and identity extended deep in history, with its 
distinctive reserving for thousands of years and manifested in mutual 
harmony between nature and architecture on the one hand, and social 
relations on the other hand, deeply linked to social and cultural nature. 

This paper discusses one of the most important city of the highland 
“Qara city” which is outstanding location fortress for its local rulers. 

This city is occupies on top of  Plateau flat semi-oval - feet shaped - 
rises 2050 meters above sea level, stretching from North to South 
approximately 300 meters, the farthest point from East to West 180 meters, 
and surrounding with very rugged mountain slopes paths, giving natural 
immunity Summit made it a fortress benefited from successive regimes that 
ruled Yafea land (see photos 1, 2, 3). 

The study aims the official and public institutions attention to the 
importance of preserving this city and reaching out to homeowners to turn 
the city into tourist attraction reflecting the unique Yafea  architectural 
heritage, highlights skills, traditional architectural designs and the arts 
inherited. 


